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ABSTRACT: 
Corrugated iron was one of the first building products to combine mechanical production with the 
Industrial Revolution’s key material – iron.  
This paper traces the role of Henry Robinson Palmer the inventor and his collaboration with 
Richard Walker and James Jones in manufacturing roofing and cladding for sheds at the London 
Dock in 1829.  
The paper draws on original documents from the London Dock Company along with contemporary 
accounts of the material’s use. It also follows the career of Palmer, one of the founders of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers and tracks his invention in the years before the patent expired and 
galvanisation helped bring the material into general use.    
 
 
• Additional documents are appended to the paper. Several of these are referred to in the endnotes.  
Since publication, additional early material has come to light and this documentation is also included.   
These additional items are identified with a ( * ) in the CONTENTS above.   
• The author was approached to contribute advice and historical background on the 19th Century 
history of Corrugated Iron for: Mornement, Adam & Holloway, Simon. Corrugated iron – Building on 
the Frontier. London: Frances Lincoln, 2007. This contribution is documented and recorded in the 
last item of additional pieces attached to this paper.  
• Since writing the paper and following several leads about Palmer’s relationship with Walker, it seems 
likely that they might have been related – this could explain Richard Walker’s close involvement in 
the early stages of the material’s development and the fact that he styled himself as the patentee, as 
the sole manufacturer until the early 1840s. Palmer’s mother Elizabeth’s maiden name was Walker.  
Walker could also have been unrelated to Palmer and may have purchased the patent from him.  
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